
Fundamental Questions of Jewish Theology: 
What does it mean to “yearn for mashiaḥ”? 

Part II – The Madness of Maimonides’ Messianism 

i. rambam’s mashiaḥ 

1. Siddur (Nusaḥ Ashkenaz) 

I believe with complete faith in the coming of the Messiah 
and even though he may tarry, nevertheless, I yearn every 
day for his coming. 

 )זנכשא חסונ( רודיס .1 

 יפִּ לעַ ףאַוְ חַישִֽׁמָּהַ תאַיבִבְּ המָלֵשְׁ הנָוּמאֱבֶּ ןימִאֲמַ ינִאֲ
 :אוֹביָּשֶׁ םוֹי לכָבְּ וֹלּ הכֶּחַאֲ הזֶ לכָּ םעִ הַּמֵֽהְמַתְיִּשֶׁ

2. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Kings 11:1 

In the future, the Messianic king will arise and renew the 
Davidic dynasty, restoring it to its initial sovereignty. He 
will build the Temple and gather the dispersed of Israel. 
Then, in his days, the observance of all the statutes will re-
turn to their previous state. We will offer sacrifices, observe 
the Sabbatical and Jubilee years according to all their par-
ticulars as described by the Torah. Anyone who does not 
believe in him or does not await his coming, denies not 
only the statements of the other prophets, but those of the 
Torah and Moses, our teacher. 

 ׳א הכלה א״י קרפ םיכלמ תוכלה הרות הנשמ ם״במר .2 

 הּנָשְׁיָלְ דוִדָּ תוּכלמַ ריזִחְהַלְוּ דמֹעֲלַ דיתִעָ חַישִׁמָּהַ ךְלֶמֶּהַ
 .לאֵרָשְׂיִ יחֵדְנִ ץבֵּקַמְוּ שׁדָּקְמִּהַ הנֶוֹבוּ .הנָוֹשׁארִהָ הלָשָׁמְמֶּלַ
 ןיבִירִקְמַ .םדֶֹקּמִ וּיהָשֶׁכְּ וימָיָבְּ םיטִפָּשְׁמִּהַ לכָּ ןירִזְוֹחוְ
 הרָוּמאֲהָ ןתָוָצְמִ לכָכְּ תוֹלבְוֹיוְ ןיטִּמִשְׁ ןישִׂוֹעוְ .תוֹנבָּרְקָ
 הכֶּחַמְ וֹניאֵשֶׁ ימִ וֹא .וֹבּ ןימִאֲמַ וֹניאֵשֶׁ ימִ לכָוְ .הרָוֹתּבַּ
 הרָוֹתּבַּ אלָּאֶ .רפֵוֹכּ אוּה דבַלְבִּ םיאִיבִנְ ראָשְׁבִּ אֹל .וֹתאָיבִלְ
 ... .וּנבֵּרַ השֶׁמבְוּ

3. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Kings 11:3 

One should not presume that the Messianic king must 
work miracles and wonders, bring about new phenomena 
in the world, resurrect the dead, or perform other similar 
deeds. This is definitely not true. … The main thrust of the 
matter is thus: This Torah, its statutes, and its laws, are ev-
erlasting. We may not add to them or detract from them. 

 ׳ג הכלה א״י קרפ םיכלמ תוכלה הרות הנשמ ם״במר .3 

 תוֹתוֹא תוֹשׂעֲלַ ךְירִצָ חַישִׁמָּהַ ךְלֶמֶּהַשֶׁ ךָתְּעְדַּ לעַ הלֶעֲיַ לאַוְ
 אצֵוֹיּכַוְ םיתִמֵ היֶּחַמְ וֹא םלָוֹעבָּ םירִבָדְּ שׁדֵּחַמְוּ םיתִפְוֹמוּ
 – ןהֵ הכָכָּ םירִבָדְּהַ רקַּעִוְ ... .ךְכָּ רבָדָּהַ ןיאֵ – וּלּאֵ םירִבָדְבִּ
 .םימִלָוֹע ימֵלְוֹעלְוּ םלָוֹעלְ הָיטֶפָּשְׁמִוּ הָיקֶּחֻ תאֹזּהַ הרָוֹתּהַשֶׁ
 :ןהֶמֵ ןיעִרְוֹגּ אֹלוְ ןהֶילֵעֲ ןיפִיסִוֹמ ןיאֵוְ



4. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Kings 12:2 

All these and similar matters cannot be definitely known 
by man until they occur. For these matters are undefined 
in the prophets’ words. And even the wise men have no es-
tablished tradition regarding these matters except their 
own interpretation of the verses. Therefore, there is a con-
troversy among them regarding these matters. 

… Similarly, one should not try to determine the appointed 
time for Mashiaḥ’s coming. Our Sages declared: “May the 
spirits of those who attempt to determine the time of Ma-
shiaḥ’s coming expire!” (Sanh. 97b) Rather, one should 
await and believe in the general conception of the matter 
as explained. 

 ׳ב הכלה ב״י קרפ םיכלמ תוכלה הרות הנשמ ם״במר .4 

 דעַ וּיהְיִ ךְיאֵ םדָאָ עדַיֵ אֹל ןהֶבָּ אצֵוֹיּכַוְ םירִבָדְּהַ וּלּאֵ לכָוְ
 ןיאֵ םימִכָחֲהַ םגַּ .םיאִיבִנְּהַ לצֶאֵ ןהֵ ןימִוּתסְ םירִבָדְּשֶׁ .וּיהְיִּשֶׁ
 .םיקִוּספְּהַ עַרֵכְהֶ יפִלְ אלָּאֶ וּלּאֵ םירִבָדְבִּ הלָבָּקַ םהֶלָ
 .וּלּאֵ םירִבָדְבִּ תקֶלֹחְמַ םהֶלָ שׁיֵ ךְכָיפִלְוּ
 
 לשֶׁ םחָוּר חפַּתִּ ,םימִכָחֲ וּרמְאָ .ןיצִּקִּהַ בשֵּׁחַיְ אֹל ןכֵוְ ...
 וֹמכְּ רבָדָּהַ ללַכְבִּ ןימִאֲיַוְ הכֶּחַיְ אלָּאֶ .םיצִּקִּהַ יבֵשְּׁחַמְ
 :וּנרְאַבֵּשֶׁ

5. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Kings 12:1 

Do not presume that in the Messianic age any facet of the 
world’s nature will change, or there will be innovations in 
the work of creation. Rather, the world will continue ac-
cording to its pattern. 

Although Isaiah states: “The wolf will dwell with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the young goat” (11:6), 
these words are a metaphor and a parable. The interpreta-
tion of the prophecy is as follows: Israel will dwell securely 
together with the wicked gentiles who are likened to a wolf 
and a leopard. Thus it is written in Jeremiah: “A wolf from 
the wilderness shall spoil them and a leopard will stalk their 
cities” (5:6). They will all return to the true faith and no 
longer steal or destroy. Rather, they will eat permitted food 
at peace with Israel as Isaiah states: “The lion will eat straw 
like an ox” (11:7). 

Similarly, other Messianic prophecies of this nature are 
metaphors. In the Messianic era, everyone will realize 
which matters were implied by these metaphors and which 
allusions they contained. 

 ׳א הכלה ב״י קרפ םיכלמ תוכלה הרות הנשמ ם״במר .5 

 לשֶׁ וֹגהָנְמִּמִ רבָדְּ לטֵבָּיִ חַישִׁמָּהַ תוֹמיבִּשֶׁ בלֵּהַ לעַ הלֶעֲיַ לאַ
 םלָוֹע אלָּאֶ .תישִׁארֵבְּ השֵׂעֲמַבְּ שׁוּדּחִ םשָׁ היֶהְיִ וֹא ,םלָוֹע
 .גהֵוֹנ וֹגהָנְמִכְּ
 
 ״ץבָּרְיִ ידִגְּ םעִ רמֵנָוְ שׂבֶכֶּ םעִ באֵזְ רגָוְ״ היָעְשַׁיבִּ רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ הזֶוְ
 ןיבִשְׁוֹי לאֵרָשְׂיִ וּיהְיִּשֶׁ רבָדָּהַ ןיַנְעִ .הדָיחִוְ לשָׁמָ )ו ,אי היעשי(
 רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .רמֵנָוְ באֵזְכִּ םילִוּשׁמְהַ ם״וּכּעַ יעֵשְׁרִ םעִ חטַבֶלָ
 .)ו ,ה הימרי( ״םהֶירֵעָ לעַ דקֵֹשׁ רמֵנָוְ םדֵדְשָׁיְ תוֹברָעֲ באֵזְ״
 אלָּאֶ .וּתיחִשְׁיַ אֹלוְ וּלזְגְיִ אֹלוְ .תמֶאֱהָ תדַלְ םלָּכֻּ וּרזְחְיַוְ
 היֵרְאַוְ״ רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .לאֵרָשְׂיִ םעִ תחַנַבְּ רתָּמֻּהַ רבָדָּ וּלכְאֹי
 .)ז ,אי היעשי( ״ןבֶתֶּ לכַאֹי רקָבָּכַּ
 
 .םילִשָׁמְ םהֵ חַישִׁמָּהַ ןיַנְעִבְּ םירִבָדְּהַ וּלּאֵבְּ אצֵוֹיּכַּ לכָּ ןכֵוְ
 .לשָׁמָ היָהָ רבָדָּ הזֶ יאֵלְ לכּלַ עדַוָּיִ חַישִׁמָּהַ ךְלֶמֶּהַ תוֹמיבִוּ
 :ןהֶבָּ וּזמְרָ ןיָנְעִ המָוּ

  



ii. examples and issues 

6. Rashi, Sukkah 41a, s.v. ʾiy nami 

However, concerning the future Temple – which we yearn 
for being built and completed –it will be revealed and de-
scend from Heaven, as it is written, “The sanctuary, O 
Lord, which Your Hands established” (Ex. 15:17). 

 ״ימנ יא״ ה״ד א דומע א״מ ףד הכוס תכסמ ,י״שר .6 

 הלגי אוה – ללכושמו יונב ןיפצמ ונאש – דיתעה שדקמ לבא
 :)ז״י:ו״ט תומש( ״ךידי וננוכ ׳ה שדקמ״ רמאנש םימשמ אביו

7. Rambam, The Guide of the Perplexed III, 11 (trans. Shlomo Pines, Vol. II pp. 440–1) 

Just as a blind man, because of the absence of sight, does not cease stumbling, being wounded, and also wounding others, 
because he has nobody to guide him on his way, the various sects of men – every individual according to the extent of his 
ignorance – does to himself and to others great evils from which individuals of the species suffer. If there were knowledge, 
whose relation to the human form is like that of the faculty of sight to the eye, they would refrain from doing any harm 
to themselves and to others. For through cognition of the truth, enmity and hatred are removed and the inflicting of harm 
by people on one another is abolished. It holds out this promise, saying: “And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb. …” 

8. Abraham Halkin, Introduction to Iggeret Teiman (quoted in David Shatz, “The Muted Messiah” p. 280) 

It is as if Maimonides were to say, “I believe in the messianic days because I have been commanded to do so by the Torah 
and tradition.” 

3. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Kings 11:3 

Proof can be brought from the fact that Rabbi Akiva, one 
of the greater Sages of the Mishnah, was one of the sup-
porters of King Bar Kozibah and would describe him as the 
Messianic king. He and all the Sages of his generation con-
sidered him to be the Messianic king until he was killed be-
cause of sins. Once he was killed, they realized that he was 
not the Mashiaḥ. The Sages did not ask him for any signs 
or wonders. 

 ׳ג הכלה א״י קרפ םיכלמ תוכלה הרות הנשמ ם״במר .9 

 היָהָ אוּהוְ .היָהָ הנָשְׁמִ ימֵכְחַמֵ לוֹדגָּ םכָחָ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ ירֵהֲשֶׁ
 וילָעָ רמֵוֹא היָהָ אוּהוְ .ךְלֶמֶּהַ אבָיזִוֹכּ ןבֶּ לשֶׁ וילָכֵּ אשֵׂוֹנ
 אוּהשֶׁ וֹרוֹדּ ימֵכְחַ לכָוְ אוּה המָּדִוְ .חַישִׁמָּהַ ךְלֶמֶּהַ אוּהשֶׁ
 םהֶלָ עדַוֹנ גרַהֱנֶּשֶׁ ןוָיכֵּ .תוֹנוֹעֲבַּ גרַהֱנֶּשֶׁ דעַ .חַישִׁמָּהַ ךְלֶמֶּהַ
 .תפֵוֹמ אֹלוְ תוֹא אֹל םימִכָחֲ וּנּמֶּמִ וּלאֲשָׁ אֹלוְ .וֹניאֵשֶׁ

10. Sanhedrin 93b 

Bar Koziba ruled for two and a half years. He said to the 
Sages, I am mashiaḥ. They said to themselves, with regard 
to mashiaḥ it is written that he can smell and judge. Let us 
see if he can smell and judge. When they saw that he was 
unable to smell and judge they executed him. 

 ׳ב דומע ג״צ ףד ןירדהנס תכסמ ילבב דומלת .10 

 אנא – ןנברל והל רמא .אגלפו ןינש ןיתרת ךלמ אביזוכ רב
 ןנא יזחנ .ןיאדו חרומד ביתכ חישמב – היל ורמא .חישמ
 .והולטק ןיאדו חרומ אלד והויזחד ןויכ .ןיאדו חרומ יא



11. Yerushalmi, Ta‘anit 4:5 [68d] 

Rebbi Simeon ben Yohai stated: Akiva my teacher used to 
preach, “there appeared a star out of Jacob,” there ap-
peared Koziba out of Jacob. When Rebbi Akiva saw Bar 
Koziba he said, this is the King Messiah! Rebbi Yoḥanan 
ben Torta said to him, Akiva! Grass will grow from your 
jaws and still David’s son will not have come! 

 ׳ה הכלה ׳ד קרפ תינעת תכסמ ימלורי דומלת .11 

 בכָ֝וֹכּ ךְרַ֨דָּ שׁרֵוֹד היָהָ יבִּרִ הבָיקִעֲ – יחַוֹי ןבֶּ ןוֹעמְשִׁ יבִּרִ ינֵּתַּ
ֹקעֲיַּֽמִֽ  רבַּ ימִחֲ הוָהֲ דכַּ הבָיקִעֲ יבִּרִ .בֹקעֲיַּמִ אבָּזִוֹכּ ךְרַדָּ – ב֗
 יבִּרִ הּילֵ רמַאָ !אחָישִׁמְ אכָּלְמַ אוּה ןידֵּ – רמַאֲ הוָהֲ ,הבָּזִוֹכּ
 ןבֶּ ןייִדַּעַוְ ךָייֵחָלְבִּ םיבִשָׂעֲ וּלעֲיַ !הבָיקִעֲ – אתָרְוֹתּ רבַּ ןנָחָוֹי
 !אֹביָ אֹל דוִדָּ

iii. an ironic consequence 

12. Natan of Gaza (Quoted in David Berger, “Some Ironic Consequences of Maimonides’ Rationalist Approach 
to the Messianic Era,” The Legacy of Maimonides) 

And though we have found no hint of this matter in the explicit words of the Torah, we have already seen how strange 
the sages’ words are regarding these matters, so that we cannot fully understand anything they say in their context, as the 
great luminary Maimonides has also testified; their words will be understood only when the events actually unfold. 

   

 


